
$1.5 million raised to date

in Cath Lab Campaign
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with plans for treatment and tests
outside of the hospital. But for the
35% who have a serious cardiac
problem, rapid implementation of
optimal treatment can be
instituted, and in turn, this will
provide ideal patient outcomes.

A CT scanner is fundamental in
cardiac practice, but it has other
capabilities, being a primary tool in
stroke events and pediatric
medicine. In recent years,
philanthropic gifts from donors
and supporters has enabled
NCH and MGH to offer first-
rate medical care to their
communities, and allow
them to continue their
focus on a patient- and
family-centered
philosophy of healthcare.

We ask your support in

Novato Community (NCH) and
Marin General (MGH) Hospitals
pride themselves on acquiring the
latest in diagnostic equipment.
This year the two hospitals are
adding GE LightSpeed VCT Series
CT scanners, one for NCH, the
other for MGH. These latest-model
scanners can, in just five beats,
produce images that reveal what 
is troubling a distressed heart. 
This is vital when you consider
that each year, some six million
people in the U.S. are rushed to
emergency departments with chest
pains. A scan with a top-drawer CT
scanner can detect fatty blockages
or pockets of rock-hard calcium in
the heart's arteries. 

In 65% of emergency incidents, it
turns out that the patient is not
having a heart attack, and those
patients can be safely sent home

Have a Heart to Save a Heart
Novato Community & Marin General Hospitals
Acquiring Top Diagnostic Equipment
In this country heart disease is the leading killer of women. It accounts
for more than 40% of women’s deaths annually in the United States.

purchasing a CT scanner for
NCH and in maintaining one 
at MGH.

Contribute to the best in cardiac
care at NCH and MGH. For further
information on ways to make a
donation, please call (415) 492-4730.

equipment

CT Scanner

giving
A Gift of Teddy Bears 
Just before Christmas, 2006, the
Marin Community Health
Foundation gave 30 teddy bears 
to Sunny Hills Services in San
Anselmo, Marin County. The orga-
nization's mission is to transform
the lives of troubled children and

teens by providing them with the
skills to be responsible, productive
participants in their community. The
bears were part of a donation made
to MCHF by Genentech, a leading
biotechnology company headquar-
tered in South San Francisco.
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Children at Risk
Novato Community Hospital Forms Another
Community Partnership for Children
Novato Community Hospital
(NCH) has set out to help 
children in the struggle against
diabetes. In partnership with the
Novato Unified School District,
NCH is developing a
Community Diabetes Project, 
one that will bring together
health and education resources
for the prevention and early
intervention of type 2 diabetes 
in high-risk Latino youth.

Philanthropic dollars raised will
provide the start-up funds to
launch this new program. With
the money raised, students will

be awarded stipends for the time
they spend in helping professionals
lead Spanish-language diabetes
classes and will be able to purchase
materials needed for the project.

The Community Diabetes Program
is an important addition to NCH’s
firm commitment to helping the
community. We ask that you open
your heart and your purse to 
children in a high-risk group,
whose futures may be bleak if type
2 diabetes is left to sully them. 

For information on ways to make a
donation, please call (415) 492-4730.  

community
Cub Scouts Contribute to the Children’s Corner

Philanthropy begins in childhood, as
was evident this last holiday season
when a group of Cub Scouts from
Tiburon (CA) donated 30 books to 
the Children’s Corner in Marin 
General Hospital’s (MGH) Emergency
Department (ED). They were The
Tigers of Pack 48, Den 4 who handed
over the books to staff members. The
scouts had collected the books from
family, friends, and neighbors. Mark
Kobe, Director of Critical Services at
MGH, says: “The books have been
well-received by staff and are handed
out to our pediatric patients in the ED.
The quality of the books is very good
and patients are very appreciative of
having them.” All send thanks to The
Tigers and their mothers, who
shepherded the group around.

If you would like to donate to the
Children’s Corner, please call 
(415) 492-4730.

(front row) Scouts Jonathan Som, 
Jackson Harrison, Tommy Young, Nico Struse,
Max Marasa & (not shown) Nicolas Epstein &
Grant Barnes;

(back row) ED staff members Summer
Eckelhoff, Patricia M. Serfas, Elizabeth
Eizaguirre, & Stephanie Satkowski

(l.-r.) Making the donation, scouts Tommy Young & Max
Marasa; receiving the books, ED staff members
Stephanie Satkowski & Summer Eckelhoff

giving



“From Dream to Reality”
Novato Community Hospital’s
5th Anniversary Gala 
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Over 170 people attended the
NCH Gala, “From Dream to
Reality,” held on Saturday, March
3. The Gala celebrated the 5th
Anniversary of NCH at its Sutter
Novato Medical Campus. David
Bradley, CEO of Marin
Community Health, and Moe
Jacobson, NCH Board, hosted the
lively evening. Andy Pansini,
Marin Community Health Board,
delivered a moving special
tribute to the late Ned Dean.
Under the leadership of Dean,
“The New Hospital Campaign”
raised three million dollars for
the new facility. Patti Hurst,
Chair of Marin Community
Health Foundation Board,
presented the Dean Family with

a special recognition award. Moe
Jacobson and Dr. Timothy Murphy
were the auctioneers in an exciting
live auction. 

A record net of over $56,000 was
raised for the NCH Community
Healthcare Fund, which supports
local community healthcare
initiatives, such as the Chaplaincy
Program, Health Express, Institute
for Health & Healing, and Novato
Health Partnership Program. 

Thanks to our partners: Platinum
Sponsors: Jordan Shields Insurance
Agency; Michael G. Schlegel, CLU,
ChFC; Gold Sponsors: Circle Bank;
Leonard and Judie Shaw; Silver
Sponsors: American Medical

event

Moe Jacobson, the
evening’s auctioneer

From Bank of Marin:
Peter Pelham, Renee
Story, Phyllis Cope; 
from Alders Financial:
Jim White

Jay & Maureen Wayne,
Al & Eleanor Angulo,
Dean & Jo Heffelfinger,
Alan & Roberta
Dunham, & Augie 
& Jane Hoth 

Teresa Toy, Foundation
Development Associate, 
& her son, volunteer
Michael Miguel

Daniel Dean, son of
Honoree Ned Dean,
Patti Hurst, Chair MCHF
Board & Co-Chair NCH
Gala Committee, 
& Kathy Dean, widow 
of honoree

Response; Bank of Marin; Debra
R. Brusatori; Lionakis-Beaumont
Design Group; Mike and Kathy
Normant; Westamerica Bank;
Special Sponsor: Sutter Health;
Benefactors: Frank Malifrando,
Marin Emergency Physicians;
Media Sponsor: Marin Independent
Journal.



Volunteer Department Contributions to Patient Care
The Volunteer Department reports contributions to patient care of $270,685 from MGH volunteers, 
and $40,724 from NCH volunteers.
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Philanthropy in Action:
Improving Care at the Bedside 
in Marin General Hospital
Sutter Health has been awarded a $6.1 million grant, titled “Transforming
Nursing Practice to Provide Excellence in Patient Care and Patient Safety
Outcomes," from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, a nonprofit that
sponsors projects to improve nursing-
related patient outcomes in adult
acute-care hospitals. Sutter Health is
matching the grant award, bringing
the total available funds to more than
$12 million. Marin General (MGH) and
Novato Community (NCH) Hospitals,
and four other Sutter-affiliated facili-
ties, will share the money in expand-
ing and developing model patient-
safety programs. 

The first grant activity was to survey
all MGH staff about their perceptions
of the culture of patient safety.
Participating nurses and physicians in
the six hospitals will create an organi-

zational culture to focus on patient
safety and optimal care. Staff nurses
have been recruited to form a Partners
Advancing Clinical Excellence
Nursing Council (PACE) at MGH.
They will undergo intense education
to help them in systematically identi-
fying and implementing evidence-
based practices to improve performance
in target areas. 

Through the Councils, staff nurses will
come together to share ideas, best
practices, and collective wisdom criti-
cal to improving care at the bedside.
As MGH Chief Nursing Officer,
Michelle Quigley Martinez, MS, RN

says: “We all share a common goal,
to measurably improve nursing
related patient outcomes. This grant
will assist us in doing so.” 

Lynn Forsey, Ph.D, R.N., as Clinical
Transformational Director, will lead the
project at MGH and NCH.  She can be
reached at (415) 492-4725 and
forseyl@sutterhealth.org for more
details.

Novato Community Hospital Employee Giving Campaign “Making the Difference”
Employees at Novato Community Hospital came out in force to demonstrate their philanthropic efforts by participating in
the NCH Employee Giving Campaign, “Making the Difference.” The campaign was a tremendous success with 39% of full-
time employees participating, raising over $30,000 to support the many worthwhile community programs and services at
Novato Community Hospital. 

Local businesses at the Vintage Oaks Shopping Center supported the campaign by donating raffle prizes and
gift certificates, providing an extra incentive for NCH employees to contribute. Participating Vintage Oaks
businesses includes: Chevy’s Fresh Mex, Costco, Double Rainbow Café, Extreme Pizza, Jennie Low's
Chinese Cuisine, Men's Wearhouse, Pasta Pomodoro, Sleep Train Mattress Center, and Starbucks. An
NCH employee generously donated her condo in Kona, Hawaii, as grand prize.

The success of the campaign demonstrated the commitment and dedication of NCH employees and
local businesses that are making the community a healthier place to live and work.  

giving

giving

We reported in our Winter 2006
issue on Novato Community
Hospital’s implementation of the
Moore funds.
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electrophysiology laboratory (Jan
Voskyl); a career in healthcare (Mark
Kobe); interventional radiology (Dr. Chad
Goodman and team); and tour of the
birthing center (Kathy Bunger). Students
asked about the value to them of the
presentations in their thinking about a
career. Some of the answers were:  

“I learned a lot of new things about
healthcare that I wouldn’t have known
otherwise.”

Teenagers with an Eye to the Future

Volunteer docents at Marin General
Hospital (MGH) organize conferences
for high-school students interested in
careers in healthcare. 

Twice yearly Rose Miller, president of
the docents’ group, contacts MGH
doctors and staff to participate in
presentations to high schoolers. Rose
even arranges lunches for students.
Like the docents, the doctors and
staff volunteer their time. Some of the
subjects covered this were: the

“I’m really excited and more
interested now in becoming a nurse.
I’m looking forward to a better life and
career.’

“My special thanks for this
opportunity that definitely helped me
make sure of my path.”

And Rose Miller said: “I don’t know
who I find more inspirational, the
presenters or the students”

For more information and to register,
please call the volunteer office at
(415) 925-7260.

volunteersS.M.I.L.E
(Students Making Illness a Little Easier)

assistance with flowers, meals,
errands, videos, warm blankets,
and items from the cart. Identified
by a yellow smiley-face balloon,
the cart is a cheering sight for
patients and their families. It
contains magazines, mints,
playing cards, variety puzzles,
game books, checkers, lotion,
emery boards, notebooks and
pencils, and a list of videos
available. All provided with the
compliments of Volunteer Services!

A new and patient-friendly
program, S. M. I. L. E., has been
established by Marin General
Hospital’s (MGH) Volunteer
Services. It is designed for MGH
high-school student volunteers to
assist patients in recovery.
Volunteers visit patients in the
hospital who feel up to a visit,
bringing with them a smile and a
S.M.I.L.E cart.  

More than just smiling, the
volunteers offer conversation,

volunteers
Halloween gift cart with volunteers
Michael Paccione & Emily Bangle

Volunteer 
Liberty McBride with
gift basket

Gift baskets with volunteers 
Gabi Bigras Masse, Olivia Blackstone, & Alex Bigras Masse



Board of Directors

Steven Bajor
Lou Bartolini
David Bradley, CEO MCH
Peter Bretan, Jr., M.D.
Debra Brusatori
Lydia Cameron
Oliver Dibble
Diane Doodha
Kathie Graham
Francine Halberg, M.D.
Patti Hearne
Patti Hurst, Chair
Mike Kadel
Sheila Machado
Frank Malifrando, ED MCHF
Nancy Neu
Mike Schlegel, CLU, ChFC
Jordan Shields
Cecilia Zamora

We continue to move forward in improving patient care at MGH and NCH. The
nursing staff at MGH is implementing a grant from the Gordon & Betty Moore
Foundation to fine-tune bedside care.  Both hospitals are adding top diagnostic
equipment. We are also enhancing the hospitals’ environments in many ways. The
Children’s Waiting Room in the MGH Emergency Department is being refurbished;
a redesigned Healing Garden is being installed in the Marin Cancer Institute; and
the Greenbrae Grill is being given a vibrant makeover. We are basking in the pres-
ence of the renovated Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory. 

Putting all of these events in motion is made possible by the continued support of
our donors, who take a special interest in the hospital of their choice. For their top-
flight medical services to their communities, MGH and NCH are strengthened in
carrying out their missions by their donors’ continued giving. Some donors make
the improvements of the hospitals’ services by contributing to and attending our
events. Others create their own personal way of giving through our community
groups and partnerships. Employees and volunteers of both hospitals support by
their donations their institutions' first-rate medical attentions.

This newsletter is a celebration of all that you, our donors, make happen with your
generosity and thoughtfulness in underwriting the activities of two very special
hospitals that bring the best in healthcare to Marin and Novato communities. 

Patti Hurst,  Frank Malifrando, 
Chair, Executive Director,
Marin Community Marin Community 
Health Foundation Board Health Foundation

4000 Civic Center Drive
Suite 150
San Rafael, CA 94903
(415) 492-4730
(415) 492-4731 Fax

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 8010
San Rafael, CA 94912-8010

www.maringeneral.org
www.novatocommunity.org
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